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Abstract

Ophir is the name of a geographic location appganrseveral passages in the Bible.
Most notably it appears as the far away place wirareSolomon imported a huge
guantity of gold, a source that about a centumrlaias no more available. It has
always been an open problem whether the placee@h®r fictitious, and if real
where its location was. Here, using philologicadlgais, historic information
previously neglected and especially a geograpliecnmation made available only at
the end of the ninetenth century, but unknown agapifyr to scholars, we give a
location for Ophir that agrees with the ancienadat

1. Introduction

In past years | was intrigued, but paying only pagattention, by the open problem
of what and where Ophir was, Ophir being quoteskeweral passages in the Bible
from Genesis on. The problem was potentially ohgneterest to me, as | have been
interested in geography since very young and inasiethirty years | have added to
my academic interest in mathematics a growing @stein certain questions of
ancient history or more precisely of ancient eveatsembered by man via different
ways (religions, epics, traditions....). So | haealt inter alia with Eden, Atlantis,
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Gilgamesh, Exodus, and more generally with theetigreat catastrophes in Egyptian
tradition as transmitted to Solon or the four datehes in Mayan record. The Ophir
guestion came to my attention while reading the ogoaph by Roberta Levrero
(2000) on the ancient geographic knowledge of Afriduring Spring 2007 | had
taken her book with me during a trip to Gran Camasihere since several years |
lecture within the Erasmus program in the localarsity, at the CEANI department
led by prof Winter Althaus. Being free on Sundaigdk a bus to Puerto Mogan, on
the south coast, a place less built up with thelbdhat make the nearby Maspalomas
and Faro highlights of international tourism. THay the sky was overcast, it was a
little chilly, not the best weather for swimmingtttag on a natural chair made by a
waves polished rock, | was soon absorbed in th&,bebere | found information
previously unknown to me. Then | arrived at thetisecdealing with the open
problem of the location of Ophir. Most authors pither in southern Arabia or
along the western coast of Africa, but without angcise pinpointing or any special
association with gold. Then suddenly another smtutiame to my mind, a mixture of
information from Giovanni Semeraro (2005) book Apeiron and from Allen

(1983) book on Kailas, both read within the pregibew years. Also | recalled some
papers in the journal edited by dr Christine PéllecVienna, Migration and
Diffusion,on thePanis,the great navigators of India who mastered monsands

and were certainly the greatest navigators of aityipalso passages came to my
mind from classic authors as Diodorus Siculus, Hetas, Pomponius Mela and
Arrhian that gold in India was produced by “antgly solution is presented here and
has two important corollaries, one about Shivarerik, and one about which one of
the three Giza pyramids should be considered astst important; but this point
will be considered in another paper.

This paper has been written two years after mytswiwf the Ophir enigma; | was
again in Gran Canaria, an island certainly vistigdhe Panis. There are indeed
arguments that Old World navigators reached thetimoiithe St Lawrence river,
and other locations along the eastern coast ofNamerica, mainly for exporting to
Europe the native copper found in the great mirisleaRoyal in Lake Superior.
Such a mine was discovered circa 1660 by whitéesgttwho found ingots of pure
copper left around. It is believed that exploitataf copper started around 4000 BC
if not earlier, but the mine was abandoned applremta 1450 BC, at the time in
Europe of the Deucalion catastrophe, due to théosim of Phaethon in the scenario
developed by Spedicato (2007 a,b,c). At that titee the great civilization in the
eastern Mississippi valley was terminated by adsurthat from the Caribbean Sea
invaded the valley for some 2000 km, as establiflysgeomorphologist Stuart
Harris, his claim presented in Spedicato, see aldld@aeached this conclusion by
analysis of satellite photographs. The sudden tetian of that great civilization
was also claimed by others at the Milos 2005 Asacbnference.

This paper was written in a few hours, before ntgnview with Carmen Kraus about
her late brother, the great tenor Alfredo Krauerygbf Gran Canaria, the noblest of
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the tenors. He sanfyaviataandLes pécheurs de perlesth my friend soprano
Adriana Maliponte, whose voice, educated by Ros&élte, has the colour of the
gold of Ophir....

2. Data on Ophir, origin of name Africa and relatedquestions

“Sunt nomina lumirias a Latin saying whose use may lead to deeglrisand even
to unexpected solution of some problems. Just densine possible meaning of word
Italia: for Varro it derived fronvituli, i.e. veals, from Virgil from the name of a king
Italus; but the best derivation we believe to be themmoposed by the Italian nuclear
engineer Felice Vinci (1998), in his monographrolaig a Baltic setting for the
Homeric epic: he derivdgalia from the rare Greek womthalia, meaninghe
smoking oneThis name was lately applied only to island Elbat tvas notable for
the smoke from the fires used to work the locat.iltaly is indeed the only country
in the Mediterranean with active volcanoes, in anttimes maybe a dozen being
either continuously active (Volcano in Aeolian i, in the Flegrei area) or
intermittently (Aetna, Vesuvius, Lipari,Vulture..Jhus the Italian peninsula on
approach by boats was characterized by the smakiltgnoes, the smoke of Aetna
easily reaching 20 km high and then hovering orerMlediterranean almost to the
African coast. Geographic areas were often namathligators, especially the Panis
or their sub-branch the Phoenicians. Hence featusésle from the sea were
important and being permanent were more apt to raaomintry than transient facts
as the existence of say a king Italus (Gorishah&original name of highest
mountain in the world, has been changed since @azentury to Everest, from a local
British governor; but India will sometimes go baokhe original beautiful name,
meaninghe white lady of the great mountaiashybrid name with a Sanskrit and a
Chinese part).

Believing thatsunt nomina luminat was with the greatest interest that | read the
book on infinity by Giovanni Semeraro, one of tlieajest Italian philologists,
explorer of the presence of Akkadian roots in mamguages, and written when he
was over 90 (the best period in life, the pianidguARubinstein stated; Alfred De
Grazia at 89 has written two books; Ernst Mair,4-2005, widely considered as the
greatest biologist of the 20th century, publishebpusmagnum at 93...). In his
guoted book Semeraro claimed that the Greek wapeirondoes not meamfinite,
without boundsbut is a derivation from the Akkadiafar, meaningdust, sand, what
Is obtained from disintegration of a structukéence for him the word can be applied
to the destiny of man, whose body returns to easlstated in a well known biblical
proverb, attributed to Solomon. It is out of thee of this paper to discuss the
attribution to Solomon. But | say that | do not dou. The language problem
inherent to books attributed to Solomon can beesbif/we look at Solomon'’s life

3



using several extra-biblical sources, see Sped{@a@9) where we suggest that these
books were recovered from India in Hellenistic tshaamd then rewritten in the more
recent version of Hebraic.

The wordafar got imprinted in my mind. It is clear that it prdes a natural meaning
for Africa, a word for which no specialist | asked could pdeva meaning. Looking

at AFRICA as AFR — CA we can see it as meampegple, landof dust.This

follows from the fact that CA, KA is a word thatrdlughout the world appears to
meansoul, person, people, langee for several examples Spedicato (2001) work on
Gilgamesh. Thus frorafar we derive for AFR the meanirtyst, losses or changes
of vowels being generally acceptable in most laggsan the evolution of words. An
interesting question is what should we intenddest. Initially | thought of the
frequent sand-dust storms arising from Sahara andrglly moving eastwards.

They can blot the sky for days, a phenomenon rptir@g generally strong winds;
they can reach over the Mediterranean, even belyendlps. They are called
khamsinwhen very strong, a word that strictly meansd coming every fifty years.
Such a word might be explained, but using 54 instédb0, within the Patten’s
scenario of a close interaction of Earth with Mewsry 54 years for several thousand
years, see Patten (1988). They are anyway fregpsmomena, as | could say from
flying over Asian deserts, Arabian, Takla Makanblor, where rarely | could
observe the soil under the haze. Such storms here d danger for caravans in the
past, especially on areas with dunes, that can moie fast under wind action, so
that caravans can disappear under the sands. &kipmbably the fate of the
expedition sent by Xerxes to Siwa oasis, whichgpsared never to be heard of.

| am however of the opinion that we should consatether type of dust, that
appeared more rarely but with more terrifying ressilVhat is common was generally
not important for ancient people, they were intes@sn what is uncommon and such
to be related to some action by gods. The typeausf dpropose is related to
geological effects concerning the depressions leriviighiopia and Erythrea (a word
clearly meaning &ed regior), namely the Danakil depression, and the area onc
French Somalia denominated fhr®vince of the Afar and Iss&uch a region is a
tectonic depression, reaching about 150 m undelesel; its bottom is covered to a
large extent by salt or by very salty and shallakes. Moreover there are about a
hundred volcanoes, most of which very low, just thewapt to throw out volcanic
material. The area is the geologically most usistpart of Earth, lying about
midway of the over 6000 km long split in the easteart of Africa up to Lebanon,
slowly opening to a future sea. In that area vadesmmust have erupted many times
in human memory, albeit no geologic dating existssfruptions younger than
100.000 years BP, as | was told by prof Abate ofdtice University, head of the
geologist team working there. A sign of how poosti geology of knowledge

about the holocene for which human memory is alukaleHere we also recall how no
eruptions in Iceland have been dated to timesezdHan 1200 AD, as | was told by a



volcanologist in Reykjavik university. As a partrabtivation for the poverty of
results in Dancalia we may quote the following isem

- the climate is terribly hot

- the region has been politically unstable

- the local tribes never liked foreigners and usecut the virility attributes of
foreigners that, suitably dried, were a welcometgithe local girls, who wore them
as precious objects.

Now consider one hundred volcanoes erupting togetiie volcanic material sent in
the sky, dust to a large extent, could spread mions square km, in eastern or
western direction depending on monsoons. Thus &ianwas a powerful source of
dust able to darken the skies over large areaastém Africa or Indian ocean. A
phenomenon happening less frequently than the &akands but of a greater order
of magnitude. Moreover we have to consider thaCtaeakil depression till not
many thousand years ago was almost probably pafiiedd with salty water,
originating from the ocean during the great camly, as the Noah or Atlantis Flood,
when immense tsunamis raged, able to enter théeots for hundred of km at least
(see Harris, above quoted, for the 2000 km distamaehed by the tsunami at circa
1500 BC in the Mississippi plane). Now it knownttaacomponent of the material
erupted by most volcanoes is pumice, of a greyirikigh colour. It is less known,
even to volcanologists as | found to my surprisat if pumice interacts with salty
water it becomes red like blood; a discovery madm@d 930 when the layers of
debris erupted by the Krakatoa eruption of 1883vexamined. It was found that the
layer corresponding to the collapse of the caldeeace to the interaction of the
erupted material with the oceanic water, had aams# red colour. This fact can be
seen as the true origin of the naRed Se@iven to the part of the Indian Ocean
between Africa and India. Indeed pumice fallingha ocean waters tends to form
short lived islands, often of remarkable size; sstdnds would attract a special
attention and being of a red colour not presemvetere would have naturally led to
the nameéRed Sealhe name was applied to much of the Indian oceahRoman
times but is now left only to the part between Sarad Bab el Mandeb. Attributing
this name to the reeds that are found in the Srggzia a trivial explanation, as if the
ancient navigators, who named many places arouwnaidinid, had not seen reeds
elsewhere.

So from Akkadiarafar we understand the name of Africa and of the A&prdssion.
Now Ophir as a word is similar tafar, so should we look for a place in Africa, as
done by some authors, albeit they ignored theioglaif word Africa to our
Akkadian word? Among the proposals in the literatwe find, from a Wikipedia
reading:

- Zimbabwe, by Tomé Copas, friend of Vasco de Gama



- Sofala, a port town in Mozambique on river Salsiproposed by Milton (we
can argue that both names originate from the rarged Shiva, being given
by Indian Panis)

- various places along the coast of present ResbSe southern coast of
Arabia

- Abhira on the mouth of Indus, by"l@entury Max Miiller

- even locations in Australia, Philippines, PoliagSouth America.

Closer to our identification, but not as precisd &tking our motivations, are the
statements in thEaston Bible Dictionary, 189That Ophir means India for the
Copts, and especially in losephAsitiquities 1,6 who associates it to the Indian river
Copher and to parts of Asia close to India. Vergdy great Josephus Flavius !

However the above proposals are not satisfactarguse inter alia:

- they do not identify a location known for specieggence of gold. There is of
course much gold in South Africa, but getting guies the technology for
deep mining, unknown in the considered period. &legold in many river
sands, a common fact everywhere, in Africa, Asiameficas, Australia,
Europe; such gold is now depleted in most parte@fvorld (except possibly
the Amazon area close to the Guayanas, where thenYani land has been
invaded by prospectors and polluted by the meraaed by them )

- the locations in Africa or Arabia do not satisfetBiblical statement of being
very far away since monsoon winds can be used in most of westica to
facilitate travels; it is well known that Zanzildaas been for thousand of years
a trade point collecting slaves, gold, ivory fromach of western Africa

- why Solomon had no problem in getting a huge amotigbld, many tons, but
a century later no gold would come from Ophir.

In next sections we give our solution, incidentaliplaining also an enigmatic
passage in classic literature (Herodotus, Arrhidagdorus, Mela...), that was usually
considered as a fable. Moreover we again haveidagi@n of Biblical statements, a
result that adds to several previous one obtaigad{in particular regarding Eden
and Exodus), against the approach by many modéwoiass that the Bible was
written when the people of the Jude and Benjanidesrafter their Babylonian
captivity moved to Palestine, as a text based amestinvented or copied from other
people’s traditions.



3. Ophir and Kailas

Sinceafar meanings include “sand”, the recollection camm& while sitting on that
rock of Puerto Mogan beach, of a book by Allen @S&bout the most sacred
mountain of Asia, mount Kailas. The book is onévas books he wrote on Tibet
using information from several visitors after Tilogtened partially, following the
temporary conquest by the British with the expedilied by general Francis
Younghusband in 1904, when the thirteenth Dalai & aas taken prisoner and
brought to India. See Fleming (1961) for the higtirthis military event.

The British were in Tibet for a short time, enougltomplete the mapping of the
Transhimalayan region, that they had tried to dib weveral tricks in the past.
Additional important geographic information camsaafrom the travels of the great
Swedish explore Sven Hedin, see in Hedin (199%nthssis of his travels in almost
1300 pages.

The Kailas mountain, elevation 6714 m, latitudewthust over 31°, is the source of
the Brahmaputra and of two rivers that with thréeeolarge ones unite to form the
Indus river. The flat area of India where they bafiore joining is calle®anjab,
meaning thdive waters, riversa region now divided between India and Pakistan
One of the rivers originating from Kailas is then§e river, considered as the main
branch of the Indus river. WofSengameandion in Tibetan; also the name Indus,
Sindh-Sundin India, can be associated witbn. Notice too the family name of all
Sikhs,Singh,again meaningion, and the Persian worslyr, againlion, given to the
second largest river in Turan, the ancient Jaxans Syr Daryg meaningsea-river
of the lion.See Spedicato (2001) for the claim that the nardad is relatively
recent, to be dated at the invasion of India cl4%30 BC by Dionysus, king of
Margiana-Makan, and the following invasion of Tuears from the Syr Darya
region. The original ancient name was given in Genas P R T, and translated as
Euphrates. The second river originating from Kadad contributing to the Indus is
the Sutlej. From India one can reach Kailas coremty by following these two
rivers, that cross the so callittle Tibet. Kailas can also be reached by following
the Karnali river to the main Ganges source, latatd very far from Kailas, then
via a pass of about 5000 meters. Reaching Kadas India by following the
Brahmaputra was not convenient, being a very loag, the river moreover for some
2000 km passing through wild jungles and havirfficdilt rapids.

The sacred mountain Kailas is the goal of manyripilg, who can make its complete
tour by foot in about three days. The trail goimguad it is not very difficult, with an
elevation between 4000 m and the 5670 m of Dolnsa ffaut it is common that
some pilgrims die of edema not being accustomeliscelevation). The mountain
reaches 6700 meters, about 1100 meters lesshit@aout 7780 of two other sacred
mountains found at the entrance of the Hunza vatiagnely the Rakaposhi and the
Hunzakuniji. It is our opinion, to be developed nother paper, that Kailas,
Rakaposhi and Hunzakunji are the three mountaitiseo$acredriple Meru.
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The shape of Kailas is that of an almost perfgcamid, ice and snow covered and
shining white against the sky, the name meaninggrdang to Allen (1983)¢rystat
same is the shape of the other two sacred mountam&akaposhi appearing as a
most beautiful pyramid to those entering Hunzdeydrom Kashgaria via the
Mintaka pass.

Not far from Kailas and south of it is the sacl@de Manasovar, about 320 square
km, more or less circular with diameter about 3Q khavation 4560 m, being the
highest large lake in the world. His sands up wifr@ng of the 28 century were
collected and sifted for the presence of gold griasee Hedin (1994). Another
smaller lake, called Rakash Tal, is nearby and @vgih it if water level would
Increase just a few meters. We leave to anothezrghp discussion of the meaning
of the name Manasovar — apparently unknown to dlbgists — and how the lake
may have played a fundamental role in the Noalo's/st

Mount Kailas is sacred to both Hindus and BuddhSiscling it 108 times, which
can be done in less than two years, is claiméck&ofrom reincarnations, opening
iImmediate access to Nirvana after death. The mouigtalaimed to be the throne of
Shiva, and later we give one new reason to sujisaspecial role. Traditions claim
that Marpa, who lived in the eleventh century, wWeesteacher of Milarepa and the
last man knowing how to transfer one’s soul in® ledy of another living being,
human or animal, hid inside a cave on a side ofdsdahe sacred documents
providing this information. Here we might noticatlthe supposed “immortality” of
Ziusudra-Utnapishtim, the survivor of the Noachinod according to Sumerian-
Akkadian creation stories, might have been a prodiihe technique known to
Marpa; and such a technique might have origina@ Ziusudra-Utnapishtim ....
Anyway climbing Kailas to the summit has alwaysrpeohibited. The Chinese
recently asked Rheinold Messner to be the firstlgr, but he refused, to respect the
ancient prohibition.

Now in Allen we find an extremely important infortian, that to my surprise seems
to be unknown to many experts on Tibet. For morsuwh special place see also
Hopkirk (1995) and Holdich (1996). This is the e&rece at almost 5000 m (precisely
at 16.339 feet, i.e. 4980 m at 30.48 cm per foothhe north side of Kailas of a very
special gold mine. The mine is located at latitB8e24’,26” in a flat area, called
Thok-Jalung, where the solil is reddish. The plaogindy and very cold and may be
the highest inhabited location in the world. Thédgeas excavated, before the arrival
of the Chinese, by people of a local tribe whedivn tents set inside holes 7-8 feet
deep. Winter was the best time for working and tingemo 600 tents were present, the
miners being fed with food of high quality. The miwas, again before arrival of the
Chinese who are now exploiting the many mineraéslable in Tibet (and have
almost completely wiped out the wild animals, asgaks, gazelles, snow leopards,
even yetis...), the only mine allowed in Tibet, whereavating the soil was a tabu.
How old is that mine is not known as far as | anaybut if my identification of it

8



with Ophir is correct it must go back to times mairthan Noachian Flood, hence it
should be more than 5000 years old.

The mine became known to western people at tinllkeo1 897 Transhimalaya survey
done secretly by the British, Tibet being closethite people and to modernization.
The British sent there a few explorers, Indian pisnday knowledgeable people,
usually Sikhs; they estimated distances by courtheg steps with use of a Buddhist
rosary having 108 grains. Here we give a few linesh Allen on the discovery:

...a hard four day climb over a high snow-range braughin Singh out on a new
plateau, a windy plain dotted with small piles afté like ant hills — the excavations
of the fabled goldfield of Thok Jalung. There muaous story told by Herodotus of a
great desert north of India inhabited by giant anmt&o threw up nuggets of gold as
they burrowed in the ground. Nain Saingh’s vistiyaded some support for this
story, for while there were no giant ants he dndl large numbers of miners living
with their families more or less permanently undetod....... he could hear the
diggers singing in chorus as they worked....it wamrser but Nain Singh thought it
the coldest places he ever visited, with a chillvigd blowing ceaselessly across the
17.000 foot plateau....

Allen states that finding gold nuggets of many&iwas not uncommon. The mine
was essentially on the surface, suggesting thedsta golden sand type mine. From
other few references in Google under the widndk Jalung gold nuggetsge find that
gold was concentrated in a superficial vein alom& mile long, excavated to about
25 feet, width varying between 10 and 200 pacesa¥ation was done using spades.
The soil was defineduriferous earthfinding nuggets of two pounds weight was not
unusual. Other less important mines were presdheiarea. As said before, gold
was present in lake Manasovar.

At 5000 meters in Tibet there is still life, in paular marmots (according to Messner
(1999) yetis live around this elevation, excavatimg soil to hid the animals they
catch, particularly the yaks). Marmots excavatesthieto build their complex refuge
system and so bring to the surface a significaruarhof material. Ossendowski
(1995), who was a geologist and an explorer of nafchiberia, observed that in the
material brought out by marmots in some areas onklcollect vanadium, tungsten
and copper. So the marmots that very likely wesadj on Kailas in the gold sand
area would bring out small and possibly also laygiel nuggets. Since this gold could
be easily collected they would certainly be congdeas animals to be protected.
Now one may observe that in Greek the words fonrmaind ant (ppueka) are

quite similar, which would explain the strange eta¢nts in the quoted classic
authors that gold in India was produced in the maus by large ants!

In conclusion, we have found a mine extremely nicgold, probably extremely
ancient, where gold is obtained, partly by mentlp#y...marmots, from a surface
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layer of auriferous earth. A mine very far awaynfrthe place where Solomon lived.
A mine for which the namephir is quite appropriate, the sand-soil referring
probably to the material extracted by the marmots.

So Kailas is from our arguments the location ofeagmine of Tibet and quite
probably the greatest gold mine of the ancientavdrhen we can see an additional
reason why such a mountain was namedtane of Shivais it not indeed
appropriate for a great god to sit on somethingithat least partly made of gold?
Gold has quite often been associated with godeglestial facts, see the Torah
commentators that Paradise consists in sittinggal@en table to study the Torah (or
maybe the Indian constitution, amounting to 900§agsaor Newton’s work on
ancient chronology...).

In Spedicato (2007 a,b,c) we have argued that 8efmn, one of the places where
Moses stopped after leaving Egypt and before mg i@ Pharaoh army, is present
Ras Muhammad on the southern top of Sinai. Theanatuary must have existed
frequented by the Panis and with a statue of StineaPharaoh found it not destroyed
by Moses). Classic commentators have proposeddal 8efon the meanir@od of

the North This agrees with the fact that Kailas is the tierof Shiva and it lies north
of India, in Transhimalaya.

Thus we have found:

- aplace very rich in gold and very far away fromudalem

- a place where name Ophir fits with the local feaduof a golden earth-sand
deposit

- aplace in a sacred mountain whose access wasjeahio outsiders or
allowed only under strict conditions

- a place easily connected to India, via rivers

- acity in India (Tharsis-Taxila) where the gold wbbe worked and exported
almost everywhere by the Panis, the greatest navgyaf ancient times.

3. More on gold of Ophir
Here we briefly consider some consequences ofdauntification:

- we do not know who was controlling the gold inilis; we hypothesize that
it was the people speaking Zhang Zhung Jlithrgua franca language used in
Tibet for probably thousands of years, till it veagstituted around 800 AD by
the present Tibetan language, introduced by tiinesding from Burma. We
are lucky to have a basic dictionary Tibetan-Zhahgng, discovered among
the many documents found circa 1920 in a hiddeenic a Buddhist
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monastery in Dung Huang, once part of Tibet, nosahsu, China. These
documents were bought by the Hungarian exploreelfsiein, with Sven
Hedin the greatest explorer of Kunlun and the des®rth of it, and by the
French archaeologist Paul Pelliot. The dictionanyiven, with other
documents translated from that language, by Hun(2@£l0), in a book
published in Dharamsala, the Indian town wherelthkai Lama lives. Notice
that Hummel, a scholar almost unknown to academsgiaas a man of
immense linguistic knowledge, with PhD’s in Chingg®ngolian, Tibetan and
Turkish and being fluent in some thirty languadés.was director of the
anthropology museum in Leipzig, till he was remagveeing an evangelical
pastor, by the communists who took power after séeoorld war. He was
exiled to a small village in the Sudeten; but he alowed to bring with him
his large library. He died recently at over 90. bii®ks will be published in
Dharamsala, being translated into English from Gerioy Italian scholar
Guido Vogliotti.

- the gold was probably worked in the form of vezfined jewels by
specialists in metals, especially gold. Theeeaaguments that refined
techniques for working metals developed in theore@petween Altai,

Mongolia and Tien Shan. A reason may be the awtlaof special minerals
In a volcanic area near present Urumchi thainslar to the Campi Flegrei
near Naples. The minerals in Campi Flegrei allb¥e nearby town of
Pozzuoli to produce the best steel in the Meditexan; the Etruscan iron from
Elba was refined in Pozzuoli. These people caidd&mtified with the ancestors
of the Magyars or Hungarians, the name Magyariplysseriving from MAGI

= NAGY= GREAT (m and n easily interchange in tiggofinnic languages)
and AR=ARI=ARANY= GOLD, hence meanirtgose great in working gold.
It is well known that for some reasons part of Megyars moved to the Ural
area, under control of the Khazars, and thehdd”annonian region, which
had been depleted of its population by CharlesGieat (he killed Avars and
others since they did not convert to Christiargreh). However it is certain
that some Magyars remained in the original larmdhdplisted in th&ecret
history of the Mongolas one of the tribes that Gengis conquered at the
beginning of his conquests. It is quite naturat tMagyars as gold specialists
should be present in several places in the worlgldrk the gold, both the local
one and that from Ophir. The Bible names Tharsitha place wherefrom the
gold came. This was probably a town in northedhdnon one of the rivers
from Kailas, possibly the town later renamed asll&ga name meaning
(Subhash Kak, private communicatidhg place where precious objects are
made.Tharsis can be derived from another word in th@fugnic group

(the khanty languageharasg meaning again gold. From Tharsis gold could
be exported easily to the present Red Sea régidine ships of the Panis. Such
boats could reach over 40 meters length, asshgwecent findings in
several caves near MarsaGawasis, where theylisetantled for over 4000
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years. Hence they could bring also trunks efgreciouCedrus Deodara
from Kashmir, a tree very apt for constructiorasidered sacred, the only
one whose wood was allowed in Asia for buildingnpées or making sacred
statues. Magyar specialists could travel with ¢nasats, to export their jewels
or to produce them on demand.

Solomon got his large amount of gold from Thaksa his friend Hiram, who
also helped him in the construction of the templieam is in our scenario an
Indian king, probably a chief of the Tiraniansg tobp family of the Panis.
Notice how Tiranians may be related to sea-towrtee Mediterranean as
Tyre, Tirint, Tarentum.who could have been settlements of the Panis (they
could reach the Mediterranean by circumnavigafifigca, or more simply by
leaving their large boats in the Egyptians partRed Sea, then proceed to the
Nile via Wadi Hammamat with smaller dismantledtispdescend it and move
around Mediterranean; their boats were build wldnks connected with
coconut ropes, a technology surviving in the Ldogss). It is unclear how
Solomon paid for such large amount of gold. Batsihis immense kingdom
included at least part of India and was based amyrkings accepting his
authority and sending him tributes, as gold omgtiéers, part of the gold might
have been the collective tribute of Indian kin§ee our scenario on Solomon
(2009).

Circa 810, see Pettinato (1985), i.e. aboutnducg after Solomon died, most
probably in Nepal, near Kapilavastu, where Buddha born, see Tucci
(2005), the Assyrian kings Ninus and his wife Samamat-Semiramis
conquered, albeit for a brief period, part of ndivhen they were in India the
Trojan war took place. Semiramis probably allowesl Greeks to enter a
territory under her control since she was the deargf a high priestess in
Ashkelon and possibly of a Mikenean traveller Wwhithom her mother had an
affair, see again Pettinato. So she was sympatteeMikeneans. Notice that
this Trojian war has nothing to do with the earbae and more dramatic sung
by Homer, which took place before the DeucaliovoB| in the Baltic area, as
Vinci (1998) has strongly claimed. In India thesfwsans certainly aimed to
take control of Tharsis and the related Ophir gfddtheir own use. Thus the
lamentation in the Bible that no more gold woadane from Tharsis at that
time is easily understood. Notice that we agrel Wamal Salibi (1996) that
Canaan has nothing to do with Palestine, butdstgh region of Arabia, very
green and rich of water, named Asir, located betwdeccah and Yemen. The
Assyrian conquered in 722 BC the part of Canaagrathe ten tribes lived,
deporting them to a far away region, Halah, daat be identified with
Kabulistan, while the remaining two tribes, Jaae Benjamin, were defeated
and deported in 587 BC to Mesopotamia by Nebuobzzhr

the Assyrians had the custom of flaying alive lgkaders of the cities they
conquered, putting the skins as ornament to tigenalls. Not everyone
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liked this treatment and many preferred to runyaidvpossible. So it is likely
the Magyars in Tharsis fled to the Mediterranesgion via e.g. the Oxus-
Gihon-Amu Darya River, the Caspian and the Blagl.3Ve believe they
continued to some extent their work as gold sgistsain addition to diviners
and magicians, in places like Tarsus and Turgagsalearly similar to
Tharsis. When the Assyrians conquered that areselsthey moved to
Tuscany, as Tursenoi, ihose knowledgeable in goldr Etruscans, again
those from the goldThey were probably a people of small size, maybea
few hundred persons, but very rich and with spéciawledge. Their little size
explains why they left no traces of their languagparently in Tuscany, but
their origin from north Tibet is confirmed by t&n very unusual ways of
applying the death penalty in certain cases. Tymiagain find that ancient
historians were correct in stating that the Etansccame from orient

- finally we like to comment on a presentationded®y Gunnar Heinsohn at the
Kandersteg 2009 workshop on Quantavolution orgahimy Amy and Alfred
De Grazia. By an impressive photographic eviddrechas shown that the
golden jewels found in Sumerian cities and in Bieyare essentially the same,
so he proposed that Sumerians were Scythianset#awit is natural from our
scenario that both people could have obtainegethels, of similar style, from
the Magyars. Scythians could have paid with fued] needed in Tibet where
possibly also in very ancient times the prohilmitio kill animals was in force.
Sumerians must have got the gold from India, mgde with white blond
women or eunuchs from Armenia.
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